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to bring this information to the attention of those 
making policy and controlling resources for health 
research, in order to influence priorities. 

2006 was again an extremely busy year in the 
life of the Global Forum for Health Research. 
Engagement with key global actors in health 
research for development continued to expand; a 
new record was set for the number of publications 
produced; landmark steps were taken in the 
deepening engagement with COHRED; two of 
the networks/initiatives that the Global Forum 
has fostered were assisted into independent 
foundation status; formal planning progressed 
and the secretariat was initiated for the 2008 
Global Ministerial Forum on Research for 
Health, which the Global Forum is organizing in 
partnership with COHRED, UNESCO, WHO, the 
World Bank and the Government of Mali.

The theme of innovation was given considerable 
attention globally during 2006 and featured 
strongly in a number of activities of the Global 
Forum for Health Research, including Forum 
10. The Global Forum also adopted innovative 
approaches in a number of areas of its own work 
during the year, seeking always fresh ways to 
increase the visibility and impact of its messages 
and to enhance its engagement with its key target 
audiences. 

The mission of the Global Forum is to focus 
more attention and resources on health research 
that will benefit poor populations in developing 
countries. The Global Forum’s overall objective is 
therefore to achieve improvement in the allocation 
of research funds, support of better priority setting 
processes and methodologies, promotion of 
relevant research, support for concerted efforts in 
health research and dissemination of the research 
findings. In pursuing this, the Global Forum has 
engaged in gathering information and evidence 
concerning investments in health research and 
the identification of major gaps and needs in 
health research for developing countries; and 
the development of channels of communication 

Foreword
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Research is a central and indispensable 
                            component of improving health
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Health research
and research for health

The spectrum of health research includes not 
only biomedical research that aims to uncover 
the biological basis of disease and provide 
treatments, but also health policy and systems 
research, social and behavioural sciences research 
and operational research. 

The research spectrum further extends to those 
areas which, while outside the formal health 
sector, have a major impact on health – including, 
for example, research to understand health 
determinants based on social, economic and 
environmental factors and changes in lifestyle 
and working arrangements. Thus, the spectrum 
spans a range from discovery research that 
brings understanding of the origins of good 
and bad health and that creates new tools, 
to implementation research that enhances 
understanding of how to apply the knowledge 
and tools to best effect. Across the spectrum, 
innovations in knowledge, tools and systems of 
implementation are purposefully driven towards 
the goal of impact on health.

Inequities in health and imbalances in the 
allocation of resources and in access to the 
products of research are found in all parts of 
the world and are often underpinned by social 
inequities and human rights violations. The 
Global Forum emphasizes the urgent need for 
research to understand the conditions that help 
to create and sustain health, including research 
on the importance of an inclusive approach 
to research, setting of research priorities and 
research agendas. This further widening of the 
spectrum of health research – which is fully 
consistent with the WHO definition of health as 

‘a state of complete physical, mental and social 
well-being and not merely the absence of disease’ 

– is summed up in the expression ‘research for 
health’ and is reflected in the recognition that 
equity and human rights are cross-cutting issues 
that are incorporated into all aspects of the Global 
Forum’s work.
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The ‘research for health’ approach calls for 
strategic efforts to promote and facilitate research 
to identify and address inequities of all types 
(including economic, geographical, institutional, 
political, sociocultural, and technological) that 
act as barriers to creating and sustaining health 
for all and that result in ill-health, disease and  
inequities in health – especially for groups 
that have experienced long-standing historical 
discrimination: women, disabled people, 
indigenous peoples, poor people, people from 
low-income countries, elderly people, children, 
people of low social class or caste, among others.

g l o b a l  f o r u m  f o r  h e a l t h  r e s e a r c h

Helping shape the global agenda

The work of the Global Forum, and in particular of 
the Research and Programmes Unit, is to gather, 
analyse and synthesize information that is used 
to influence the global agenda of research to 
improve the health of the poor, disadvantaged 
and marginalized people living in developing 
countries.  

To provide evidence-based arguments, information 
is gathered on a range of critical areas, including: 
world spending on health research – both as an 
overall total and in relation to specific geographical 
areas and health problems and challenges faced 
by low- and middle-income countries (LMICs); 
research capacity strengthening and ways 
to remove the barriers to building and using 
capacities to improve policy-making and practice; 
and major areas where research gaps exist and 
where issues of reducing poverty and enhancing 
health equity are paramount. 

Research is a central and indispensable 
                            component of improving health



A review of activities 
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The Global Forum also promotes attention to the 
wider horizons of 'research for health', recognizing 
the complex and multi-sectoral origins of factors 
that determine the health of people and the need 
for better understanding of social, economic, 
political and environmental determinants of health 
and for improved mechanisms to set policies that 
favour enhanced health.

In addition, the Global Forum develops, tests and 
disseminates tools to assist in research priority 
setting and in eliminating biases from research 
in the health field. It collaborates with expert 
groups and organizations to map major gaps and 
to help set the health research agenda – not only 
for neglected diseases and conditions but for 
neglected peoples. 

2 0 0 6  r e v i e w
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g l o b a l  f o r u m  f o r  h e a l t h  r e s e a r c h

Tracking resources for research for health

Tracking the financial resources expended on 
research for health provides key information for 
setting the priorities for future expenditures. 
The Global Forum for Health Research is the only 
organization that systematically and regularly 
tracks these resources across all areas. Annual 
publications now alternate between providing 
an aggregate view of overall global spending and 
focusing on specific geographical or health-related 
areas, as well as on methodologies for improving 
and systematizing data collection. Within each 
publication, efforts are made to highlight the 
relationship (and often the imbalance) between 
expenditures and needs.

At the beginning of 2006, Monitoring Financial 
Flows for Health Research 2005: Behind the 
global numbers was published. Chapters focus 
on: country-level tracking of financial flows; 
financing of product-development public-private 
partnerships (PDPs) for neglected diseases; 
financing of basic research and of R&D for malaria 
and HIV/AIDS. 

Key messages include: 
• a number of developing countries are 

beginning to track their expenditures in 
connection with more systematic development 
and application of national policies on health 
research; 

• financing of basic research is very largely 
funded by the public sector in high-income 
countries (HICs) and the contribution made by 
the private sector has been over-stated;

• financing of PDPs generally and of the 
development of new drugs and vaccines 
for malaria and HIV/AIDS has improved 
substantially during the last few years, but still 
falls far short of the requirements to ensure 
full development and effective clinical use of 
products; 

• new mechanisms of funding are urgently 
required to fill the funding gaps.

Increase in global health research spending
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BOD due to NCDs was already similar in LMICs 
to that in HICs. With the exception of Africa, 
where the combination of communicable, 
maternal, perinatal and nutritional conditions 
still predominated, for all other LMICs these 
conditions had been overtaken by NCDs as the 
main source of morbidity and mortality and 
already accounted for over half the BOD; in the 
case of China, two thirds of the BOD in 2003 
was due to NCDs. 

• Inadequate investment in health research 
for development continues. Furthermore, 
while greater attention is now being paid 
to the question of investments and some 
organizations are now picking up the lead 
from the Global Forum and are using estimates 
of health research spending to bolster their 
arguments for increased resources, it remains 
very difficult to obtain reliable figures about 
annual health research spending – both from 
developed and developing countries, and from 
the public as well as the private sectors. The 
lack of detailed and comprehensive knowledge 
about investments being made in health 
research for the needs of developing countries 
remains a serious obstacle in identifying 
priorities and tracking whether they are being 
effectively addressed. Much greater efforts to 
close this knowledge gap are required.

6

Monitoring Financial Flows for Health Research 
2006: The changing landscape of health research 
for development was written and published 
during the year and released at Forum 10 in Cairo. 
It presents a new global overview of research 
resources, updating the 2004 assessments, 
alongside the latest trends in burden of disease. 
The new report shows that, for 2003, global 
expenditure on health research was around 
US$ 126 billion (more than four times that first 
reported for 1986 by the Commission on Health 
Research for Development) and was rising at a 
rate of US$ 10 billion per year. The 2006 report 
has a particular focus on the role of the public 
sectors in developed and developing countries, 
making the case for increased investments on 
the many areas of research that, despite the large 
global increases, remain grossly under-resourced 
if the health needs of the poor are to be equitably 
addressed. 

Key messages included:
• Very large changes have also taken place in 

the burden of disease profile for developing 
countries since the 1990 Global Burden 
of Disease study. As predicted by the Ad 
Hoc Committee on Health Research in 
1996, the burden of disease (BOD) due to 
noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) has 
increased rapidly. By 2003, the average rate of 
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 This workshop focused on application of 
the CAM to priority setting for research on 
maternal mortality. The results, together with 
those from the first CAM/gender workshop 
held in Delhi in September 2005 on priority 
setting for research in HIV/AIDS, will be 
published.

• A Portuguese/English version of the CAM 
Matriz Combinada/The Combined Approach 
Matrix was published in collaboration with 
the Brazilian Ministry of Health, who are using 
it as a priority-setting tool. Its printing and 
publication on the Global Forum's website 
during 2006 marked the first step towards 
multilingual texts for a range of Global Forum 
products and was shortly followed by the 
trilingual report on financial flows referred to 
above. 

• The CAM is gaining increasing recognition as a 
practical and flexible tool for priority setting in 
health research and is beginning to be adopted 
spontaneously in a number of different 
settings: recent examples reported include 
use by the National Forum for Health Research 
in Argentina and the Ministry of Health in 
Malaysia. 

The Global Forum has previously collaborated 
with WHO and COHRED to develop methodology 
for tracking health research resources at the 
country level and has encouraged  application 
of this methodology. One outcome has been a 
country study by the Ministry of Health of Brazil. In 
collaboration with PAHO and COHRED, the Global 
Forum assisted the Ministry of Health to publish 
its report in Portuguese, Spanish and English on 

'Flows of Financial Resources for Health Research 
and Development in Brazil 2000-2002'.

Support was also provided for a study being 
undertaken by researchers in Mexico to apply the 
tracking methodology to examine financial flows 
for health research in the institutes comprising 
the National Institutes of Health in Mexico. The 
report of this project is expected in 2007.

During 2006, discussions were initiated with 
AFRISTAT (a regional network working on 
the development of economic, social and 
environmental statistics in 18 francophone African 
countries) on collaboration to promote the building 
of capacity for tracking health research resources 
and relevant health indicators in the region.

Setting priorities 

To assist policy-makers and researchers to identify 
priority needs and opportunities for research 
to improve health in developing countries, the 
Global Forum has previously developed a priority-
setting tool: the Combined Approach Matrix 
(CAM). During 2006, the following progress was 
made:
• The second workshop to test how gender-

based issues can be fully examined and 
discussed within the CAM approach was held 
in Zambia, 20-21 September 2006. 

g l o b a l  f o r u m  f o r  h e a l t h  r e s e a r c h



Priorities regarding global cross-cutting 
issues affecting health 

Many different factors affect the health status of a 
population. Behaviour, genetics, health care and 
other immediate risk factors all play important roles, 
but there are also major influences from a number of 
cross-cutting issues such as gender, ability, race, class, 
poverty, social, physical, ethical, political, spiritual, 
cultural environments and other equity-related 
factors, health policies and systems, and research 
capacity. The Global Forum works selectively on some 
elements of these cross-cutting issues, focusing its 
attention on selected areas of greatest relevance to 
its overall mission. Activities of the Global Forum in 
2006 with respect to these cross-cutting issues are 
summarized below.

Equity and health 
including gender and disability

Analysis that explores the roots of inequities in health 
and health research is a vital component of efforts 
to improve the health of disadvantaged populations. 
The Global Forum has supported the development 
of analytical tools and research instruments and 
methodologies to promote and strengthen such 
analysis. 

The BIAS FREE Framework is an analytical tool that 
helps uncover, both prospectively and retrospectively, 
biases in the design, conduct, interpretation and 
reporting of research, whether due to ability, ethnicity, 
gender, race, poverty, social class or caste, or other 
social hierarchies. Work during 2006 included:
• Publication by the Global Forum of The BIAS 

FREE Framework: a practical tool for identifying 
and eliminating biases in health research by 
Margrit Eichler and Mary Anne Burke (a text on 
the theoretical and conceptual underpinnings of 
the methodology). The Executive Summary of 
this document and the three-page Framework 
tool were translated into six languages for use 
in a workshop held in conjunction with Forum 
10 in October 2006. Electronic versions are 
now available in Arabic, English, French, Italian, 
Portuguese, Romanian and Spanish.

• A related article by the same authors “The BIAS 
FREE Framework: A new analytical tool for global 
health research” was published in the Canadian 
Journal of Public Health, 2006; 97(1) 63-68.

• A workshop (see photo) held as a satellite meeting 
at Forum 10 served to provide inputs to a trainers’ 
toolkit and the development of a research agenda 
and increased the membership of an informal 
group of more than 100 researchers, academics, 
policy makers, elected officials, media, NGOs, 
disabled people’s organizations and health care 
workers and institutions from all regions of the 
world, who are interested in taking the research 
agenda forward. 

• Work progressed on building an on-line database 
that will collect examples of bias in health research 
and make these globally available as a basis 
for improving equity in the conduct and use of 
research. A manager was contracted at the Ifakara 
Centre for Research and Development in Tanzania 
with financial support from the Swiss Tropical 
Institute.

• Work has been ongoing with WHO and UNESCO on 
equity measures and indicators of disability and 
health.

• Work has also been progressing with the 
Commission on the Social Determinants of Health 
Knowledge Network on Women and Gender Equity, 
as a Contributing Member of the Network, and with 
the Network on Measurement and Evidence. 

2 0 0 6  r e v i e w

8



Poverty and health

Ill-health is more prevalent in poor population 
groups. In addition, it drives people deeper into 
poverty as it depletes family resources – often 
to catastrophic levels – and decreases social and 
economic productivity. Identifying approaches 
to financing health systems in ways that provide 
social protection for the poor is emerging as a 
key area of concern, as is the need for a much 
broader agenda of research into the linkages 
between poverty and ill health and into finding 
ways to break the vicious circle that links them. 
The Global Forum's contribution has included 
the collection of examples of good practice in 
the equitable financing of health systems and a 
project to define global priorities for research on 
poverty and health.

• Poverty was again a major thematic element 
of the annual Forum. Several sessions in 
Cairo examined research, policy and practice. 
Of particular relevance were the session 
organized by the People’s Health Movement 
on a ‘social vaccine’, tackling the social 
determinants of health, and a satellite meeting 
gathering experts working towards a priority 
research agenda on poverty and health.

• During Forum 10, the World Bank presented 
details of its latest analysis (Health Financing 
Revisited, by George Schieber and Pablo 
Gottret) and copies were distributed.

• A report on lessons learned from country 
studies of practices in health care financing 
was commissioned by the Global Forum 
from a consultant from South Africa. The 
report proposes a novel approach that 
will be especially useful to policy-makers, 
using a framework based on the three main 
components of the health financing system: 
resource mobilization, pooling and purchasing. 
The report will be published in 2007.

9
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(PDPs); and promotion of more research on the 
PPPs. Progress in 2006 included:
• Negotiations were successfully completed 

for the takeover of the IPPPH partnerships 
database by INNOGEN, an ESRC-supported 
group located at Edinburgh University and the 
Open University, UK. INNOGEN will maintain, 
update and develop the database as an on-
line accessible resource for those seeking to 
understand and research the role of PPPs that 
focus on health product development and 
access. 

• A PDP Assessment Framework was drafted, 
reviewed and shared with others working in 
the field in the hope of stimulating further 
collaboration. 

• The assessment of PDPs was also discussed 
during a session in Forum 10, with a panel of 
PDP leaders and an audience including various 
donor representatives.

Research capacity strengthening

It is increasingly recognized that efforts to 
strengthen and use capacities for research to 
improve health in developing countries must 
go beyond the training of individuals and 
the provision of support to develop research 
institutions. A more systematic and comprehensive 
approach is required, in which the elements of 
a national health research system must all be 
put in place and effectively articulated in order 
to ensure that priority research is identified, 
funded, communicated and used. The Global 
Forum continues to highlight research capacity 
strengthening (RCS) and to advocate for its 
support within the framework of a national health 
research system. Highlights of work conducted 
during 2006 include:
• The 2005 report, No development without 

research: A challenge for research capacity 
strengthening, was disseminated widely. 

• The report of the joint RCS workshop (COHRED/
Global Forum/TDR) held in 2005 was finalized 
and prepared for publication.

• A project on ‘Exploring demand for health 
research by national policy makers: an empirical 
approach’ is being conducted in collaboration 
with WHO's Regional Office of the Eastern 
Mediterranean. A training workshop for the 
six principal investigators was held in Cairo 
in September, after which data collection was 
initiated. The final reports are expected by June 
2007.

Public-private partnerships

Following the wind-down of the Global Forum's 
Initiative on Public-Private Partnerships for 
Health (IPPPH) early in 2005, the Global Forum 
decided to focus on a few selected areas in the 
field of public-private partnerships (PPPs). These 
included support for the IPPPH database on PPPs 
to be continued and developed as an information 
resource; drafting of a framework for assessing the 
performance of product-development partnerships 



Mental and neurological health

Mental health problems have grown increasingly 
common in low- and middle-income countries 
(LMICs) and remain one of the most neglected 
areas of both treatment and research, with high 
levels of inequity, marginalization and abuses 
of human rights being seen in some countries. 
In collaboration with WHO's Mental Health: 
Evidence and Research department, the Global 
Forum initiated an international project entitled 

'Mapping of research capacity in mental and 
neurological health in LMICs: the global picture'. 

Progress was substantial during 2006:
• Six reports (two each from Africa, Asia and 

Latin America) from the mapping projects 
which were initiated in 2003 and 2004 were 
finalized.

• A synthesis was produced of the global picture 
arising from the six final and associated 
databases. This global picture includes an 
overview of country results on the mapping of 
actors, research agendas, processes of priority 
setting, factors which impact on the utilization 
of research results with respect to policy and 
programme formulation and recommendations 
for more and better research on mental and 
neurological health. 

• Academic papers were published by the 
principal investigators themselves, based on 
their own individual projects.

One major initial product in preparation is 
a synthesis of findings from questionnaires 
addressed to researchers, decision-makers, 
university administrators and association 
officials. This report, to be published in an 
academic journal, will encopass what is probably 
the largest and most complete mapping of 
mental health research in LMICs in recent times, 
identifying 4633 researchers and providing 
details of 1250 survey respondents. The mapping 
project clearly shows the imbalance of research 
capacity in MNH in LMICs compared to its burden 
of disease and the lack of utilization of research 
results. A second product will be a joint WHO/
Global Forum publication of a comprehensive 
report on the project.

g l o b a l  f o r u m  f o r  h e a l t h  r e s e a r c h
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• The text of the publication Research Issues in 
Sexual and Reproductive Health for Low- and 
Middle-Income Countries was finalized in close 
collaboration between the Global Forum and 
HRP and will be jointly published in 2007.

• A project has been initiated by the Global Forum 
and HRP, to map the research agenda now 
needed in the field of sexual and reproductive 
health. 

Sexual and reproductive health

Sexual and reproductive health is a key determinant 
of overall health and development and has been 
identified as one of the most critical factors that will 
need to be improved in achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals. Research in this area is 
severely under-funded. Starting in 2005, the Global 
Forum has mainly focused its efforts in two areas: 
highlighting the issues within the annual Forums 
and, in collaboration with the Special Programme 
of Research, Development and Research Training 
in Human Reproduction at WHO (HRP), delineating 
the research gaps and priority research agenda in 
sexual and reproductive health.
• A number of papers/sessions at Forum 10 in 

Cairo focused on key issues relating to research 
in sexual and reproductive health. In particular, 
a small pre-Forum workshop, bringing 
together key researchers, policy-makers, civil 
society representatives, donors and other 
important stakeholders in the field of sexual 
and reproductive health research, was held to 
discuss the current status of research gaps and 
priorities. A session on sexual and reproductive 
health brought insights from this workshop to 
other Forum participants.



g l o b a l  f o r u m  f o r  h e a l t h  r e s e a r c h

Forums were originally held in Geneva but now 
mainly take place outside Switzerland, with 
the aim of engaging with different regions and 
facilitating the participation of a larger proportion 
of contributors from developing countries.

Forum meetings to date: 
Forums 1-3 Geneva, 1998-99
Forum 4 and the First International 
 Conference on Health Research for 
 Development, Bangkok 2000
Forum 5 Geneva, 2001
Forum 6 Arusha, Tanzania, 2002
Forum 7 Geneva, 2003
Forum 8  and the Ministerial Summit on Health 
 Research, Mexico City, 2004
Forum 9 Mumbai, India, 2005
Forum 10 Cairo, Egypt, 2006

The annual Forum meeting has been recognized 
as providing a ‘very useful and, in many ways, 
unique opportunity and marketplace where 
health problems and priorities are discussed by 
a variety of decision-makers, policy-makers and 
researchers; no other organization can replace 
the Global Forum as a convenor of this type of 
meeting' (quoted from First External Evaluation 
of the Global Forum). This is an area in which 
each year sees innovation and improvements, 
with changes to the structure, organization and 
content of the annual Forum meetings. 2006 
marked the occasion of our tenth Forum.

The Global Forum brings together a critical 
mass of policy-makers and representatives of 
multilateral and bi-lateral development agencies, 
foundations, NGOs, research-oriented bodies, the 
private sector and the media, to discuss policies, 
strategies, best practices, resources, capacities, 
needs and gaps in research for health.

The forum of the global forum 

13
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 The winners of the first essay competition 
 for the under-30s, jointly run with The Lancet, 

took part in Forum 10 as their prize. They 
 were John Amuasi, Lara Devgan, Horacio 

Ruiseñor Escudero and Ayesha Sania (see 
photo). An anthology of the 32 best essays 
Young voices in research for health was 
published and distributed to participants 

 in Cairo.

 A poster competition for the under-40s was 
won by Yandisa Msimelelo Sikweyiya from the 
Medical Research Council in South Africa with a 
paper entitled "Men's experiences of coercion 
into sex."

The Cairo meeting provided an opportunity to 
celebrate the first ten Forums organized by the 
Global Forum since its inception in 1998 (see the 
illustrations on the back cover of this report).

Forum 10 was held in Cairo, from 29 October to 2 
November 2006, on the theme Combating disease 
and promoting health. The Forum was opened by 
the First Lady of Egypt, HE Suzanne Mubarak (see 
photo right) and the Minister of Health, Dr Hatem 
El-Gabaly. Over 550 participants from some 75 
countries attended. Two thirds of the faculty and 
participants generally were from low- and middle-
income countries, with the participation of many of 
the faculty being supported by the Global Forum for 
Health Research.

Major themes for presentations and dialogue 
were: research on communicable diseases and 
reproductive health, research on chronic diseases 
and injuries in developing countries, communication 
and health research, innovation and partnerships, 
health promotion and determinants of health, 
health systems and research in developing 
countries. 

Among highlights of the meeting were the following: 

 The successful introduction of roundtable 
sessions. The three themes were gender 
equality and health, challenges in innovation, 
and research in HIV/AIDS.

 A lunchtime seminar and book launch of the 
World Bank's new publication, Health Financing 
Revisited: A Practitioner's Guide.

 A special issue of the journal Eastern 
Mediterranean Health Research.

 A special issue of the BMJ: Health in Middle East. 

 

Forum 10



Spreading the word
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• All Global Forum publications are downloadable 
as pdf files and paper copies can be ordered 
free of charge.

• Articles from RealHealthNews, an editorially 
independent health research magazine that the 
Global Forum helps to support, are published 
there together with background information, 
interviews and links to further material.

• Press releases on new publications, activities, 
the annual Forum, etc. are posted, as a support 
for interested journalists.

• The website serves as the focal point for 
information about the annual Forum, for 
submission of abstracts and registrations. 

• Entries for the essay competition are submitted 
via the site.

Publications in 2006
2006 saw the production of a record number 
of printed publications from the Global Forum. 

Communications and information

The Global Forum for Health Research works to 
strengthen communication with a broad range of 
constituencies and stakeholders and to disseminate 
information regarding the priorities for funding and 
conducting research to improve health and health 
equity in developing countries. The Global Forum 
uses a range of tools in its communications strategy, 
including electronic and paper publications, press 
briefings and policy briefings, as well as meetings, 
workshops and conference presentations to deliver 
its messages.

Website
The Global Forum’s website   
www.globalforumhealth.org is a major hub of the 
communication activities. The frequently changed 
home page updates visitors on news about the 
Global Forum and its partners’ activities. 
For example:
• New publications are automatically featured, 

with a description of contents and key 
messages. 
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Global Forum Update on Research 
for Health series
Global Forum Update on Research for Health 
3. The 2006 volume of this popular new annual 
publication, published on behalf of the Global 
Forum by Pro-Brook Publications Ltd, contains 
30 short articles on topics linked to the Forum 10 
theme: Combating disease and promoting health. It 
was launched in Cairo at the end of October.

Tools and methodologies 
• The first bilingual (Portuguese/English) 

version of a Global Forum publication (Matriz 
Combinada/The Combined Approach Matrix) 
was published in collaboration with the Brazilian 
Ministry of Health. 

• Application of burden of disease analyses 
in developing countries: Implications for 
policy, planning and management of health 
systems. Presents a synthesis of the burden 
of disease studies previously supported by 
the Global Forum and argues the case for the 
importance of such studies for policy making, 
while highlighting the weaknesses of presently 
available measures of population health.  

• The BIAS FREE Framework: A practical tool 
for identifying and eliminating biases in 
health research. Provides an account of 
the development of the tool and detailed 
explanations of how to apply it both 
prospectively and retrospectively in health 
research.

Resource Flows series
• Monitoring Financial Flows for Health Research 

2005: Behind the global numbers. Chapters 
focus on: country-level tracking of financial 
flows; financing of PPPs, of basic research and 
of R&D for malaria and HIV.

• Monitoring Financial Flows for Health 
Research 2006: The changing landscape of 
health research for development. Presents 
a new global overview, updating the 2004 
assessments, alongside latest trends in burden 
of disease.

• Flows of Financial Resources for Health 
Research and Development in Brazil 2000-2002. 
Co-published in Portuguese in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Health of Brazil, PAHO 
and COHRED, with editions also prepared and 
printed in Spanish and English.

Reports on the annual Forum meeting
Poverty, Equity and Health Research: Report of 
Forum 9 written by Beverly Stearns.
This is the second in our series of reports, giving an 
overview and synthesis of material presented and 
discussed at Forum 9 in Mumbai. It was published 
in late 2005 for dissemination in 2006, together 
with a CD-ROM giving the final programme, list of 
participants and papers presented. The reports, 
which bring the deliberations and conclusions of 
Forum meetings to a broader audience, serve as 
a record for participants and as an information 
source for those unable to take part.



In addition, three issues of RealHealthNews, the 
magazine edited by Robert Walgate and supported 
by the Global Forum, were published in 2006.

Dissemination
Promotion of publications during 2006 involved 
outreach via our own website; through displays and 
distribution at key meetings as well as within WHO 
headquarters and in the World Council of Churches 
building where the Global Forum secretariat is 
located. Global Forum-supported initiatives and 
networks also assisted with promotion of new 
publications, as relevant to their own activities. 
Dissemination was based on selections from the 
Global Forum’s database, where information on 
individuals’ interests in specific areas of our work 
permits identification of relevant recipients of 
publications, and from some WHO target groups 
(such as experts in a particular area), as well 
as spontaneous requests (for example, via the 
website or email). 

Young Voices in Research for Health series
A first collection of essays from the competition run 
jointly with The Lancet was published.

Research for Health: Policy Briefings series
The introductory volume in this series Why Health 
Research? was written by Carel IJsselmuiden and 
Stephen Matlin. This is a series jointly published 
by COHRED and the Global Forum for Health 
Research with the aim of promoting evidence-
informed decision-making in health research for 
development.
 
Annual reports
The first of a new annual series, Global Forum 
for Health Research: 2005 Review, presents an 
overview of the year’s work set in the context of the 
Global Forum’s overall mission.

A new edition was produced of the annual CD-ROM 
of collected publications: Publications of the Global 
Forum for Health Research 2000-2005.
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•  Seminar on priority setting in Brazil: use of the 
  Combined Approach Matrix, organized by the 
  Ministry of Health of Brazil

•  Seminar on the research to policy interface for 
  child health and nutrition in Pakistan, Karachi

•  Strategic and Technical Advisory Committee 
  of the Special Programme for Research and 
  Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR)

•  World Health Assembly and Executive Board 
  meetings, Geneva

•  World Health Organization Eastern 
  Mediterranean Region Advisory Committee on 
  Health Research, Cairo.

Creation of a new discussion list: HR4D-net
HR4D-net was launched, as a sister list to HIF-
net, in collaboration with INASP, just before the 
2006 World Health Assembly in order to provide 
a platform for further discussions on health 
research stimulated by items on the Assembly’s 
agenda (and beyond).

Engagement in conferences and meetings

As part of its communications outreach, the Global 
Forum selects a number of meetings each year 
where there are strategic opportunities to meet 
policy-makers and those who direct or determine 
priorities for resources, to draw attention to the 
organization’s work and deliver its messages. 
Among the meetings in which staff members made 
presentations or were invited as observers in 2006 
were: 

•  First African Statistical Symposium, Cape Town
•  First World Congress on Communication for 
  Development, Rome

•  5th Nordic Health Promotion Research 
  Conference, Ejsberg, Denmark

•  11th World Congress of Public Health   
 Associations, Rio de Janeiro

•  XVI International AIDS Conference, Toronto
•  COHRED Board Meeting, Kazakhstan
•  Commonwealth Health Ministers meeting,  

 Geneva
•  Consultation of European Foundations: 
  European Partnerships for Global Health

•  First Meeting of the Steering Group of the 
  Sexual Violence Research Initiative, Pretoria

•  Geneva Forum: Towards Global Access to Health,  
 Geneva

•  Global Health Council annual meeting, 
  Washington DC: the Global Forum co-hosted a 
  research symposium

•  Human Resources for Health Research meeting, 
  Nairobi

•  INNOGEN Annual Conference on Innovation, 
  London

•  Launch of the Public Health Foundation of India
•  Launch of the Secretariat of the Road Traffic 
  Injuries Research Network, Sri Lanka

•  Meeting of the ‘Nordic/Seven Plus’ group 
  of health advisers of bilateral agencies, 
  Copenhagen

•  Meetings of the Policy and Coordination 
  Committee and Strategic and Technical Advisory 
  Group of the Special Programme of Research, 
  Development and Research Training in Human 
  Reproduction (HRP)
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A catalyst and honest broker
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Global Forum initiatives and networks

Activities during 2006 have featured continuing 
support for and collaboration with the Global Forum-
originated networks and initiatives and in particular 
assisting them towards sustainable independence. 
Examples follow:

• Initiative for Cardiovascular Health Research in 
Developing Countries (IC-Health) was launched 

 as a legally independent foundation, registered 
 in Switzerland, on 25 April 2006 (see photo).
 www.ichealth.org

• Child Health and Nutrition Research Initiative 
(CHNRI) was launched as a legally independent 
foundation, registered in Switzerland, on 9 

 June 2006. 
 www.chnri.org

To maximize the impact of its own limited resources, 
the Global Forum for Health Research seeks to play 
catalytic and brokerage roles, drawing groups 
of actors together to develop a critical mass, 
concentrate attention, leverage resources and 
energize efforts to close the gaps in research for 
health and development. It does this, in part, by 
providing support and nurturing for a number 
of networks and initiatives that it has helped to 
generate and incubate, but also through working 
with a wide range of other stakeholders in health 
research for development. 
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• Road Traffic Injuries Research Network 
(RTIRN). The Global Forum assisted with the 
establishment of the new Secretariat of RTIRN 
in Sri Lanka. 

 www.rtirn.net

• Sexual Violence Research Initiative (SVRI). The 
Secretariat of the SVRI transferred from WHO 
to the Medical Research Council of South Africa 
at the beginning of 2006 and the 'launch' of 
SVRI was celebrated at Forum 10. 

 www.svri.org

• Alliance for Health Policy and Systems 
Research (Alliance). The official transfer 

 of responsibility for Alliance operations to 
 WHO took place at the beginning of 2006. 
 www.who.int/rpc/alliance/en

• Global Network for Research on Mental 
 and Neurological Health (GNRMNH). 
 During 2006, the Global Network 
 continued work on its project entitled
 'Reducing the treatment and research gap 
 for mental and neurological disorders'. 
 www.mental-neurological-health.net

Collaboration
The Pharmaceutical R&D Policy Project (PRPP), 
based at the George Institute for International 
Health in Sydney and affiliated with the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, is 
conducting a World Bank supported project with 
US$ 1 million funding channeled through the 
Global Forum. This project is aimed at determining 
the likely funding needed for clinical development 
of new malaria drugs and vaccines, and how and 
where this funding might best be delivered. 
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Resources for the global forum 
for health research 

Global Forum partners and 
collaborators

The Global Forum is a foundation established as a non-
profit entity according to the legal framework operating 
in Switzerland. It draws its operating income from 
international organizations, philanthropic foundations 
and government agencies. The activities reflected in the 
data for this section of the 2006 Review are those for 
the core activities of the Global Forum as distinct from 
the operations of the various initiatives described in the 
previous section.

Support
Contributions to activities have in recent years been 
provided thanks to the regular and solid commitment 
of key donors. In 2006, the Global Forum received 
support from the following organizations:

Governments
Canada: International Development Research Centre 
(IDRC) – partner since 1999

Ireland: Development Cooperation Ireland – partner 
since 2005
Mexico: Ministry of Health – partner since 2004
Norway: Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs – partner 
since 1998
Sweden: Swedish International Development 
Cooperation Agency (Sida/SAREC) – partner since 1998
Switzerland: Swiss Agency for Development and 
Cooperation (SDC), Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 

– partner since 1997

Multilateral organizations
World Bank – partner since 1997
World Health Organization – partner since 1997

Foundations
Rockefeller Foundation – partner since 1998

21
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All figures are in US dollars

Expenditure - Core activities

Assets

Liabilities

Capital and reserves

7,211,142

3,536,389

3,674,753

3,674,753

3,855,749

4,262,862

Capital and reserves

Income

Expenditure

Surplus

Research and Programmes

Administrative support expenses

Governance and executive functions

Communications and Information 

Annual Forum meeting

789,973

769,678

392,751

473,486

1,429,861

Income, expenditure, surplus, 
capital & reserves - 31 December 2006

Balance Sheet

22

Financial highlights 2006
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Daniel Mäusezahl
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation
Ravi Narayan
Society for Community Health Awareness, 
Research & Action, India
Ok Pannenborg*
World Bank
Robert Ridley
Special Programme for Research and Training 
in Tropical Diseases (TDR)
Nelson Sewankambo
Makerere University, Uganda
Gill Samuels*
International Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA)
Nahid Toubia
RAINBO – Health and Rights for African Women
Ragna Valen*
Research Council of Norway
Judith Whitworth
WHO Advisory Committee on Health Research 
(ACHR)
Christina Zarowsky
International Development Research Centre, 
Canada

* also member of the Strategic and Technical Advisory 
Committee (STRATEC)

The foundation council

Foundation Council Members 
as at 31 December 2006

Pramilla Senanayake
Chairperson
Carlos Morel*
Chair of STRATEC
FIOCRUZ, Brazil
Jie Chen*
Fudan University, People's Republic of China
Mushtaque Chowdhury
BRAC, Bangladesh
Soledad Diaz
Instituto Chileno de Medicina Reproductiva 
(ICMER), Chile
Maria Guzman
Instituto de Medicina Tropical Pedro Kourí, 
Cuba
Richard Horton
The Lancet
Carel IJsselmuiden
Council on Health Research for Development 
(COHRED)
Marian Jacobs
University of Cape Town, South Africa
Rose Leke
University of Yaoundé, Cameroon
Alejandra Lopez Gomez
Mujer y Salud en Uruguay (MYSU), Uruguay
Adolfo Martinez-Palomo
Center for Research and Advanced Studies, 
Mexico 
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The Secretariat
as at 31 December 2006 

Stephen Matlin
Executive Director

Andres de Francisco
Deputy Executive Director and Head, 
Research and Programmes

Kirsten Bendixen
Head, Meetings Organization
Nicola Braik
Database Manager 
Melanie Brown
Programme Assistant 
Helen Buffle 
Meetings Assistant 
(until 20 December 2006)

Mary Anne Burke
Health Analyst/Statistician
Helen Chen
Writer/Editor
Abdul Ghaffar
Health Policy and Systems Specialist
David Hayward
Head, Finance and Administration

Susan Jupp
Head, Communications and Information
Ana Liwander
Intern
Ana-Isabel Mazon
Database and Publications Assistant
Véronique Mugnier
Accountant/Controller
Jean-Jacques Monot
Assistant Statistician
Sylvie Olifson-Houriet
Health Economist 
Alexandra Petersen
Meetings Assistant
Lakshmi Sundaram
Analyst/Advisor on PPPs for Health 
John Warriner
IT and Administration Manager





C R E D I T S

Design by twice2.ch - Geneva

Photos
front cover: Afghanistan, August-September 2001. Solar disk heats water. WHO/H. Bower
page 1 (top): Indonesia, 2004. WHO/Jim Holmes
page 2: Costa Rica, child group. WHO PAHO/Carlos Gaggero
pages: 4, 6 and 19 (top) are from the “River of Life” Photo Competition (2004)/WHO
pages: 9 and 11 (Delhi, India, 2002), 20 (Ethiopia, 2002) and 21 (Beijing, China, 2004). WHO/P. Virot
page 10: Thailand, Health education. WHO
page 14: Photo of Mrs Mubarak from Le Progrès Egyptien, 2 November 2006 
page 15: Robert Walgate
page 20 (top) WHO TDR 2006

Global Forum for Health Research © 2007
ISBN 2-940286-52-3

C o n t e n t s

Foreword

Research is a central and indispensable component of improving health

A review of activities

The forum of the Global Forum

Spreading the word

A catalyst and honest broker 

Resources for the Global Forum for Health Research

Financial highlights 2006

The Foundation Council

The Secretariat

1

2

4

13

15

19

21

22

23

24



2006 review

Innovating for better health

Global Forum For Health Research
1-5 route des Morillons
PO Box 2100
1211 Geneva 2 - Switzerland

Tel +41 22 791 4260
Fax +41 22 791 4394
info@globalforumhealth.org

w w w . g l o b a l f o r u m h e a l t h . o r g

Global Forum For Health Research
1-5 route des Morillons
PO Box 2100
1211 Geneva 2 - Switzerland

Tel +41 22 791 4260
Fax +41 22 791 4394
info@globalforumhealth.org

w w w . g l o b a l f o r u m h e a l t h . o r g




