
Open letter to donors of the GAVI Alliance
regarding vaccine manufacturing capacity in Africa

On 13 June 2011, current and potential donors are invited to meet in London for a Pledging 
Conference for Immunization to enable the GAVI Alliance to continue, for a second decade, to 
expand access to essential vaccines in low income countries.  Since its launch in 2000, the GAVI 
Alliance has facilitated access to 8 life-saving vaccines in 72 of the world’s poorest countries, 
preventing the deaths of over 5 million people.  More than half (39) of these countries are in 
Africa.  These achievements are substantial and serve as a clear demonstration of potential 
effectiveness of high-income country solidarity with people living in low-income countries.

At the same time, much more could be achieved.  Instead of, or rather, in addition to the global 
focus on vaccines, vaccination and vaccine procurement, sustainable development in Africa 
would be greatly enhanced if local vaccine production and regulation are included in the global 
targets.  Vaccines supported by GAVI are produced almost entirely in Europe, North America, 
Latin America and Asia.  In fact, there is only one WHO pre-qualified vaccine producer in 
Africa currently supplying GAVI – the Pasteur Institute in Dakar Senegal – making yellow fever 
vaccine, which is a very small part of the GAVI Alliance’s total program.

The GAVI Alliance strategy for the second decade of work includes a goal to shape vaccine 
markets, but does not explicitly prioritize the need to ensure a sustainable supply of vaccines 
from local sources in Africa.  Viewing Africa merely as a group of poor countries needing 
international solidarity to supplement childhood immunization is inadequate.  We believe that 
Africa should be seen as a continent of 1 billion consumers with resident capacity that should 
enable GAVI to source vaccines from at least 3 local manufacturers on the continent itself 
sometime during its next five year strategy cycle.

The Pledging Conference at the start of GAVI’s second decade of work (Phase 3:  2011-2015) is 
a great time to consider the next steps:  by expanding GAVI’s mission or by developing other 
global instruments, the global campaign for universal childhood immunization should emphasize 
and promote knowledge transfer and vaccine-production partnerships involving local producers. 
Expanding the interpretation of GAVI’s Strategic Goal 4 “Shaping vaccine markets” to include 
an explicit focus on African vaccine production and regulatory capacity is essential to make aid 
stretch beyond ‘emergency relief.’

We, the organizations listed below, call upon current and potential donors assembling in London 
on 13 June 2011 to pledge their support to GAVI – indeed even more than before – and to 
expand their support to ensure that this does not only deliver vaccines but helps build Africa’s 
capacity to produce and regulate vaccines with the same generosity and purpose.

         



                           

                       

See our website for growing number of endorsements:  www.cohred.org


